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CHARTER 

Article III - THE CITY COUNCIL 

Section 3.6 - LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES.  
https://library.municode.com/tx/el_paso/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH_ARTIIITHCO_S3.6LECO  

 
A. The Representatives may resolve themselves into committees, both standing and special, when 

this is convenient for the conduct of legislative business, including the investigative powers 
described in Section 3.8. Rules governing the organization and procedures of these committees 
shall be made by the Council, and the Mayor shall have no power to veto any of those rules 
except upon grounds of illegality.  

B. The Council shall establish a Financial Oversight and Audit Committee "FOAC" for the purpose of 
providing legislative oversight of the function of the Internal Auditor, to review the financial 
policies of the City, and to formulate recommendations for the City Council regarding City 
finances and other matters referred by the City Council or City Manager. The FOAC shall be 
comprised of four members of the City Council, the Chief Internal Auditor, and the City Manager 
or designee and shall meet when needed, at least quarterly.  

Section 3.20 - ETHICS AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 
https://library.municode.com/tx/el_paso/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH_ARTIIITHCO_S3.20ETAC  

A. Ethics Review Commission. The Council shall, by ordinance, establish an independent ethics 
review commission to administer and enforce the ethics section of the City Code. To the extent 
permitted by Texas law, the Council shall authorize the commission to issue advisory opinions, 
conduct investigations, request witness testimony and production of evidence, and make 
determinations on whether a violation has occurred, and issue decisions and appropriate 
sanctions. The commission shall have the power to enforce its decisions by assessing civil fines 
and other sanctions as authorized by ordinance. The Council shall provide sufficient resources to 
the commission to enable it to perform the duties assigned to it under the Charter and City Code.  

B. Internal Audit Function.  

1. The Council shall establish and create an internal audit function to ensure that appropriate 
internal audits will be performed in accordance with professionally recognized auditing 
standards of the operations of all City departments, offices, agencies and programs.  

2. The function shall be staffed by a Chief Internal Auditor and such other appropriate positions 
as are authorized by the Council who shall report to the Chief Internal Auditor.  

3. Consistent with the provisions of this Charter, the Council shall by ordinance or resolution 
provide for the powers and duties of the Chief Internal Auditor as needed for the performance 
of the function.  

4. The Financial and Audit Oversight Committee shall maintain legislative oversight over the 
internal audit function as provided in Section 3.6 B.  

5. On and after the effective date of this amendment, the Chief Internal Auditor shall be 
appointed and removed by the City Manager subject to the approval of the Council. The City 
Manager shall maintain operational oversight over the internal audit function and be 
responsible for the implementation of any audit recommendations for changes to City 
administrative procedures and operations as requested by the Council.  
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